
 

Reading with your prekindergarten 
child is rewarding and fun!  What a 

great way to prepare for kindergarten 
and a lifetime of reading! 

 

 Set aside time to read every day.  
 Read favorite books over and over. 
 Talk about your favorite parts of 

the story. 
 Look at all the pictures and talk 

about everything you see.  
 Always read with expression and 

have FUN! 

We picked these books just for you! This is a list of excellent books to read together with your prekindergartener. 
These books are not required, but they are great to share together. Read your favorites over and over!! 

Chicka Chicka Boom Boom  by Bill Martin, 
Jr. & John Archambault; Illustrated by Lois 
Ehlert  
 

A fun alphabet rhyme that tells what 
happens when the whole alphabet tries to 
climb a coconut tree. Will there be enough 
room? 
 

Pete the Cat: I Love My White Shoes  
by Eric Litwin; Illustrated by James Dean  
 

Pete the Cat is a really cool feline who loves 
his brand-new shoes! (There are a lot of 
Pete the Cat books – try them all!) 
 

Rumble in the Jungle by Giles Andreae; 
Illustrated by David Wojtowycz 
 

A fun, rhythmic and poetic look at animals 
in the jungle. (If you like this book, check 
out Commotion in the Ocean). 
 

The Watermelon Seed by Greg Pizzoli  
 

Alligator loves watermelon, but when he 
swallows a seed, he begins to imagine 
what will happen! 
 

The OK Book by Amy Krouse Rosenthal & 
Tom Lichtenheld 
 

You may not be good at something yet, but 
its alright to give it a try. This book 
encourages children to be brave and 
experience many things as they grow.  
 

Pigeon Needs a Bath! by Mo Willems  
 

Pigeon does not think he needs a bath 
and does not want to take a bath – until 
he tries it! (There are many Pigeon books 
by Mo Willems; Very funny author!) 
 

Bark, George! by Jules Feiffer  
 

George is a dog. But when George’s mom 
tells him to “bark” George makes 
different animal sounds! Will George ever 
bark? 
 

Go! Go! Go! Stop! by Charise Mericle 
Harper 
 

All Little Green says is “Go!” All Little Red 
says is “Stop!” Will they work together to 
finish the project?  
 

Where’s Walrus by Stephen Savage  
 

This wordless book has an adventurous 
walrus escaping from the zoo who uses 
many disguises to avoid the zookeeper! 
(Another great book by Stephen Savage is 
Little Tug).  
 

In the Tall, Tall Grass by Denise Fleming 
 

Listen, look and learn about all that 
happens in the tall grass throughout the 
day. (Excellent author!) 
 

If You’re a Monster and You Know It  
by Rebecca & Ed Emberley 
 

In a fun twist on the song, “If You’re 
Happy and You Know It” sing and pretend 
you are a monster! 
 

 

Building a House by Byron Barton 
 

It takes a lot of work and many machines 
to build a house! Read about how to build 
a house before you can move into it! 
 

When Sophie Gets Angry – Really, Really 
Angry  by Molly Bang 
 

Everybody gets angry sometimes. Read 
about what Sophie does when she gets 
really, really angry! What do you do? 
 

When I Was Little: A Four-Year-Old’s 
Memoir of Her Youth by Jamie Lee Curtis; 
Illustrated by Laura Cornell 
 
 

Think back to all the things you did when 
you were very little. What can you do 
now?  Growing up can be a lot of fun! 
 

Lulu the Big Little Chick by Paulette 
Bogen 
 
 

Lulu is tired of being told she is too little 
for everything! So, she decides to go far, 
far away. But when she gets far away, she 
realizes she wants to be home. Will she 
get back home?  
 

AH HA! By Jeff Mack  
 

This simple book tells a big story when a 
frog’s day doesn’t turn out quite as he 
planned! 
 

We’re Going on a Bear Hunt by Michael 
Rosen; Illustrated by Helen Oxenbury  
 

This classic book takes you on a journey 
through fields and trees to find a bear. 
Read it over and over.  

Click, Clack, Splish, Splash: A Counting 
Adventure by Doreen Cronin & Betsy Lewin 
 

In this counting adventure, Duck and his 
friends plan an unusual fishing trip while 
Farmer Brown is sleeping. (Great Author with 
many good books!) 
 

Alphabet Under Construction by Denise 
Fleming 
 

Mouse works through the alphabet by building 
each letter in a new and unusual way! Which 
way do you like best?  
 

Flora and the Flamingo by Molly Idle 
 

This is a wordless book about a girl named 
Flora and her growing friendship with a 
flamingo. This book has a wonderful story with 
page flaps and fold out pages.  
 

Ball by Mary Sullivan 
 

This dog loves his ball and playing fetch. One 
word sums up this book, “Ball!” 
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Many students begin to read in 
kindergarten (even just a little).   

Spend time celebrating  
what your child has learned, and  

enjoy reading together every day! 
 

 Spend FUN reading time together every day. 
Don’t focus on teaching and practicing 
reading– enjoy books and stories  together. 

 Read to your child every day – even after 
they start reading. Invite them to join in.  

 Read books over and over – and even if she 
picks the same book AGAIN, its good for her!  

 Let your child pick the books – they will stay 
interested and learn a lot. 

 When its not fun or there are distractions, 
take a break. Keep reading enjoyable for 
everyone! 

Wondering what to read to your kindergartener? Here are some excellent books to enjoy 
together. This is not a required reading list, but will give your kindergartener a great start and 
provide your family with a variety of books to read over and over!  

Sky Color by Peter H. Reynolds  
 

Marisol finds a new way to paint the 
“sky” when she finds out she doesn’t have 
any more blue paint. (Great Author!) 
 

Little Pea by Amy Krouse Rosenthal; 
Illustrated by Jen Corace  
 

Little Pea hates eating candy for dinner, 
but his parents won’t let him have his 
dessert (spinach) until he eats all his 
dinner. What will he do? 
 

The Show-and-Tell Lion by Barbara 
Ambercrombie; Illustrated by Lynne Avril 
Cravath 
 

Matthew has a great imagination and 
tells his class he has a real pet lion. But his 
story gets out of hand and he has to tell 
his class the truth.  
 

Don’t Let the Pigeon Drive the Bus! by 
Mo Willems 
 

When the bus driver takes a break, Pigeon 
tries to drive the bus. Oh, NO!  What will 
happen? (Awesome author!) 
 

When I Was Five by Arthur Howard 
 

Even when you grow up and a lot of 
things change, some things never change.  
 
 

E-I-E-I-O: How Old McDonald Got His 
Farm by Judy Sierra; Illustrated by 
Matthew Myers 
 

Did you know that Old McDonald didn’t 
always have a farm? Well, a very smart 
chicken helped him turn his yard into a 
farm - even though his neighbors weren’t 
too happy!  
 

A Big Guy Took My Ball by Mo Willems 
 

One of many in the Elephant and Piggy 
series, this story is about finding ways to 
work (and play) together even when 
others are different. (Series) 
 

The Odd Egg by Emily Gravett 
 

When duck finds a different egg and it 
doesn’t hatch right away the others think 
it’s funny. But just wait until this egg 
finally hatches! 
 

Because  by Richard Torrey 
 

Jack’s mom doesn’t think “Because” is a 
good answer, but Jack tries to prove how 
“because” IS a good answer after all. 
What do you think? (If you like this book, 
check out Richard Torrey’s book “Why?” – 
its really good too!) 
 

I’m Still Here in the Bathtub: Brand New 
Silly Dilly Songs by Alan Katz; Illustrated 
by David Catrow  
 

Sing some of your favorite tunes with 
new, funny lyrics and excellent 
illustrations. What a great book for 
families to enjoy together!  
 
 
 

Big Words for Little People by Jamie Lee 
Curtis; Illustrated by Laura Cornell 
 

This fun book is filled with great examples 
and illustrations of adult words to help 
kids learn what they mean and why they 
are important.  
 

Digger, Dozer, Dumper by Hope 
Vestergaard; Illustrated by David Slonim 
 

This book is a collection of short poems 
about  trucks and machines. It will 
entertain while teaching about the 
different types of equipment. 
 

Lost and Found by Oliver Jeffers 
 

When a lost penguin shows up, the boy 
tries to help him get home. But then they 
both realize they were just lonely and 
need a friend. (Great Author & Illustrator) 
 

Its Hard to Be Five by Jamie Lee Curtis; 
Illustrated by Laura Cornell 
 

Growing up isn’t always easy! Enjoy this 
book together and find out how growing 
up can be fun, too.  
 

Spoon by Amy Krouse Rosenthal; 
Illustrated by Scott Magoon 
 

Spoon is usually happy. But when he 
starts to feel different than the other 
utensils, he finds he is special in his own 
way.  
 

Flight School by Lita Judge 
 

Little penguin believes he can fly because 
he believes he has the soul of an eagle. 
But, will he learn to fly? 
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Frog and Fly: Six Slurpy Stories by Jeff Mack 
 

This book has six funny stories about a frog and 
eating flies. The humor is perfect for a five or six 
year old, and adults will probably laugh, too! 
 

Mr. Gumpy’s Outing by John Burningham 
 
 

Mr. Gumpy lives by the river and goes for a ride 
in his little boat. Then all the animals want to 
go, too! What will happen with all the animals 
on this boat ride?  
 

Pete the Cat and His Four Groovy Buttons by 
Eric Litwin; Illustrated by James Dean 
 

When Pete the Cat loses a button, does he fret? 
Goodness no! Groove along with Pete the Cat as 
he counts all his buttons. (Look up Pete the Cat 
online for videos and songs!) 
 



 

First graders start reading and before 
long they can read almost anything! 
Don’t forget to take time to read to 

your child and enjoy your favorite 
books over and over! 

 

 Even though your first grader can read, 
keep reading TO her regularly! 

 Give your child lots of opportunities to 
read to you.  

 Take a book with you wherever you go 
and enjoy books in the car.  

 Reread books often and  talk about the 
books together. 

 Always remember to keep reading fun – 
never frustrating.  

First grade is an important year in becoming a successful reader. Here are some wonderful books to 
read to your first grader, and some books that your first grader will probably learn to read this year.  
These books are not required, but this is a variety of books to enjoy together!  

Olivia by Ian Falconer 
 

Olivia is a pig who is good at many things 
like singing, dancing, and scaring her 
brother! She is a funny pig! Check out all 
the Olivia books if you like this one! 
 
Ivy & Bean by Annie Barrows; Illustrated 
by Sophie Blackall 
 

When seven-year-old Bean plays a mean 
trick on her sister, she finds her new 
neighbor, Ivy, very interesting! (Series) 
 
The Jungle Grapevine by Alex Beard 
 

This clever book shows how rumors get 
started and quickly get out of hand. Will 
they ever get the message right? 
 
Ish by Peter H. Reynolds  
 

Leon learns from his sister, Marisol, that 
his work doesn’t need to be perfect to be 
important. (Amazing Author & Illustrator) 
 
Frog and Toad are Friends by Arnold 
Lobel  
 
 

This classic story is part of series that tells 
the short, delightful tales about two best 
friends- Frog and Toad. (Series) 
 

Sparky! by Jenny Offill; Illustrated by 
Chris Appelhans 
 

This is a quirky and funny book about a 
girl who gets a sloth for a pet.  
But, how much fun is a sloth really?  
 
Lucky Ducklings: A True Rescue Story by 
Eva Moore; Illustrated by Nancy 
Carpenter 
 

This is the true story of five ducklings that 
were rescued when they fell through a 
water grate.  
 
Three Hens and a Peacock by Lester L. 
Laminack; Illustrated by Henry Cole 
 

When THAT peacock showed up on the 
Tucker’s farm, everything changed! After 
some fussing, everyone learned they each 
have their own important roles on the 
farm. 
 
Little Bear by Else Homelund Minarik; 
Illustrated by Maurice Sendak 
 

This is the first in a series of books about 
Little Bear. This classic book includes four 
separate stories about Little Bear 
including his trip to the moon, how he 
gets dressed for cold weather, and has a 
birthday party. (Series) 
 
Nighttime Ninja by Barbara DaCosta; 
Illustrated by Ed Young 
 

Late at night, will the ninja complete his 
mission? Wait and see! 
 

 
 

Penny and Her Marble by Kevin Henkes 
 

This beginning chapter book tells the 
story of Penny, who finds a marble. But 
when she feels guilty and returns the 
marble, she gets a surprise! (Kevin Henkes 
writes a lot of GREAT books!) 
 
Bedtime is Cancelled by Cece Meng; 
Illustrated by Aurélie Neyret 
 
 

When Maggie and her brother write a 
silly note that “Bedtime is Cancelled” the 
news spreads quickly and everyone thinks 
it is real. Everyone stays up late! Oh NO! 
What will happen? 
 
Me… Jane by Patrick McDonnell  
 

Young Jane Goodall learns about 
watching everything around her. One day, 
she becomes a famous researcher of 
chimpanzees. What do you like to do? 
 
Exclamation Mark! by Amy Krouse 
Rosenthal & Tom Lichtenheld  
 

This book is all about the exclamation 
mark fitting in and standing up in just the 
right places.  
 
The Day the Crayons Quit by Drew 
Daywalt; Illustrated by Oliver Jeffers 
 

Poor Duncan – he only wants to color, but 
all his crayons have written him letters 
about why they each QUIT! What will 
Duncan do? This funny story will make 
you laugh and look at all your crayons in 
a new way.  
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Henry and Mudge: The First Book by 
Cynthia Rylant; Illustrated by Suҫie 
Stevenson  
 

This beginning chapter book is part of a 
series about Henry, a boy, and Mudge, 
Henry’s dog. What will happen when 
Mudge gets lost? (Great Author & Series) 
 
Secret Agent SPLAT! by Rob Scotton 
 

Splat the Cat notices some things that 
aren’t quite right at the house. He musters 
all his bravery and becomes Secret Agent 
SPLAT to solve the mystery.  
 

Katie Loves the Kittens by John 
Himmelman 
Katie, the family dog, is so excited when 
three kittens come home. But her 
excitement scares the kittens. Will they 
ever be friends?  



 

Second graders are able to read 
many books independently. This is an 

important time to keep them 
interested in a variety of books by 

reading to and with them every day.  
 

 Encourage your child to read books in a 
series. Once they get started, they will be 
hooked! 

 Look for interesting books together and try 
out new types and topics of books. 

 Take turns reading. They still enjoy hearing 
you read to them.  

 Read a chapter book by reading a chapter 
each night and talking about what might 
happen next. 

Second Grade is an exciting year when reading becomes easier, and there are so many books to choose from! Variety 
is the key! Here are a few books that you might enjoy – both together and for independent reading. These are not 
required books, but reading them will give you and your second grader an idea of the many books available – chapter 
books, funny books, biographies, series books, and a lot of great picture books! 

Skippyjon Jones by Judy Schachner  
 

Skippyjon is a cat who gets into all kinds of 
mischief – he even thinks he is a 
Chihuahua! He will make you laugh out 
loud! There are quite a few Skippyjon Jones 
books; you can enjoy them all! 
 

Diary of a Fly by Doreen Cronin; Illustrated 
by Harry Blixx  
 

A young fly discovers that there is a lot to 
learn about being an insect, including the 
dangers of flyswatters! If you like this Diary 
book, there are others, too! (Great Author) 
 

Get Ready for Second Grade, Amber 
Brown (A is for Amber Series)  by Paula 
Danziger; Illustrated by Tony Ross 
 

The A is for Amber series is a set of six, 
early reading books with stories that lead 
into the Amber Brown chapter books for 
older readers. In this book, Amber is 
excited and anxious to start second grade. 
(Series) 
 

The Watcher: Jane Goodall’s Life with the 
Chimps by Jeanette Winter 
 

Follow Jane’s life as she becomes a 
researcher of chimpanzees in Gombe, 
Tanzania.  

 
 

26 Fairmount Avenue by Tomie dePaola  
 

Author and illustrator, Tomie dePaola, 
describes his experiences at home and 
school when he was young. (Series; Great 
Author & Illustrator) 
 

Goldilocks and the Three Dinosaurs 
Retold by Mo Willems 
 

This is NOT the regular Goldilocks story! 
When the Dinosaurs set a trap for 
Goldilocks, will she figure it out and get 
out? Or will the dinosaurs catch her? 
(Great Author) 
 

Freckle Juice by Judy Blume 
 

This is a classic book. Andrew wants 
freckles so bad that he pays a girl in class 
for a “secret family recipe.”  But, when 
Andrew makes and drinks the secret 
recipe, will he get the freckles he wants?  
 

Bad Dog, Marley! by John Grogan; 
Illustrated by Richard Cowdrey  
 

Marley is a rambunctious puppy that 
causes lots of trouble in his new home. 
But he eventually proves he is a valuable 
member of the family.  
 

Willow by Denise Brennan-Nelson & 
Rosemarie Brennan; Illustrated by Cyd 
Moore 
 

Willow is a creative student who does not 
fit in with her art teacher’s perfectly neat 
class. But, wait until Willow helps her 
teacher see the wonderful world of 
imagination.   
 
 

 
 

Today I’m Going Fishing With My Dad by 
N. L. Sharp; Illustrated by Chris L. 
Demarest 
 

This book has amazing watercolor 
illustrations that accompany the story of 
a son and father preparing for a fishing 
trip. The best part for the son is spending 
time with his father.  
 

Young Cam Jansen and the Speedy Car 
Mystery! by David A. Adler; Illustrated by 
Susanna Natti 
 

The Young Cam Jansen series is a set of 
early chapter books that lead up to the 
Cam Jansen series. In this book, Cam and 
her friends learn about keeping the earth 
healthy at the school’s Green Fair when a 
remote control car goes missing. Cam 
uses her photographic memory to solve 
the mystery! (Series) 
 

The Dark by Lemony Snicket; Illustrated 
by Jon Klassen  
 

Laszlo is afraid of the dark. But, in this 
story, Laszlo finds out he does not need to 
be afraid of the dark anymore. This is a 
fun book by the wonderful author Lemony 
Snicket.  
 
Dear Max by D. J. Lucas (a.k.a. Sally 
Grindley) 
 

This British book is a set of letters written 
between Max and his favorite author, D. 
J. Lucas. The letters tell about each 
character and it is fun to read.  

The Year of Billy Miller  by Kevin Henkes 
 

Second grader, Billy Miller, tells about life with 
his family, his friends, and his teacher who 
wears chopsticks in her hair. This is another 
great book by Kevin Henkes that will make you 
smile as you read.  
 

Owl Moon by Jane Yolen; Illustrated by John 
Schoenherr 
 

Go for a quiet owl walk late at night with a girl 
and her father. The illustrations and classic 
story will be enjoyed over and over.  
 
The Relatives Came by Cynthia Rylant; 
Illustrated by Stephen Gammell 
 

One summer, all the relatives came for a visit. 
They slept everywhere and ate everything. 
What fun they had! It was sad when they had 
to leave, but they can always visit again. What 
is it like when your relatives visit? (Great 
Author) 

Little Rock School District  2014 



Third graders are developing a reading 
“personality” as they begin to choose 

to read the books they like. Jump in 
and read to them as they are reading.  

 

 Take a field trip to the library and get your 
child his own library card! 

 Encourage reading the books in a series or 
on a topic. This interest drives their passion 
for a lifetime of reading.  

 Take turns reading from the same book. 
 Talk about the book – the characters, what 

might happen in the next chapter, what the 
next book in the series might be like.  

 Have a family “reading time” each night. 
Make this quiet time a habit and talk about 
the books you read.  

Third Grade is the year when most students begin to develop a strong interest in a topic, series, or author. Many also 
like funny books! We selected a variety of books to give many options. This is not a required list, but this list can be a 
starting place to find the books to get your third grader hooked on books! 

Where I Live by Eileen Spinelli; Illustrated 
by Matt Phelan 
 

Diana is a poet and loves her home, friend 
Rose, and her school. When her family has 
to make an unexpected move, Diana has to 
adjust to a new home. This book is written 
in prose with each piece telling more about 
Diana’s life. There are excellent pencil 
drawings to match the text. This book will 
be remembered! 
 

Just Grace by Charise Mericle Harper 
 

Grace likes cats, drawing comics, and is full 
of ideas. This is the first in a series of Just 
Grace books; if you like this one, try the 
others. She’s a very funny girl! (Series) 
 

Soupy Saturdays with the Pain and the 
Great One by Judy Blume; Illustrated by 
James Stevenson 
 

The first- and third-grade narrators tell 
about their family, growing up, and their 
lives in this first book of a series. (Series) 

 
The True Story of the Three Little Pigs by 
Jon Scieszka; Illustrated by Lane Smith 
 

This funny version of the classic story has 
the wolf getting his way! This is a great 
book! 
 

Frindle by Andrew Clements; Illustrated 
by Brian Selznick 
 

Nick Allen doesn’t mean to be a trouble 
maker, he just has a lot of ideas. In this 
book, Nick makes up a new word for pen 
– Frindle – and the word catches on. But, 
before long, the word has spread and 
Nick is no longer playing a little game! 
(Excellent Author) 
 

On a Beam of Light: A Story of Albert 
Einstein by Jennifer Berne; Illustrated by 
Vladimir Radunsky  
 

Young Albert is not like other children, 
but even though he is different, he grows 
up to make many discoveries that are still 
important today. 
 

Gooseberry Park by Cynthia Rylant; 
Illustrated by Arthur Howard 
 

Kona, a Labrador, meets a squirrel, 
Stumpy, in the park and they become 
friends. What will happen when an ice 
storm comes and how will Stumpy’s 
babies survive? (Amazing writer!) 
 

Journey by Aaron Becker 
 

This is a book that doesn’t need words to 
tell an amazing story – all you need is a 
red crayon and a great imagination. 
What story will you tell?  
 
Fortunately, the Milk by Neil Gaiman; 
Illustrated by Skottie Young  
 

This is a hilarious story of time travel, 
breakfast cereal, and a great family story. 
You will laugh at all the craziness!  

A-to-Z Mysteries: Detective Camp by Ron 
Roy; Illustrated by John Steven Gurney 
 

Dink, Josh and Ruth Rose are at Detective 
camp and discover a crime right away. 
This is a great series if you like a good 
mystery! Read all the A-to-Z Mysteries if 
you like this one. (Series) 
 

Eats, Shoots, & Leaves: Why Commas 
Really Make a Difference by Lynne Truss 
 

This illustrated version of the original 
book shows clear examples of the 
importance of punctuation – and it will 
make you laugh, too! 
 

Nate the Great by Marjorie Weinman 
Sharmat; Illustrated by Marc Simont 
 

These chapter books are another type of 
mystery for readers who enjoy a detective 
story. Read all the books and become an 
expert problem solver! (Series) 
 

Judy Moody is in a Mood by Megan 
McDonald; Illustrated by Peter H. 
Reynolds 
 

Judy is an independent and feisty third 
grader who likes to work things out her 
way. What will she do when she has to 
create a “Me Collage” for her class? This 
is the first in a funny series. (Series) 
 

Cam Jansen: The Mystery of the Babe 
Ruth Baseball by David A. Adler; 
Illustrated by Susanna Natti 
Cam has a photographic memory, but will 
she remember enough to find the missing 
Babe Ruth Baseball? This series follows 
the Young Cam Jansen series. (Series) 

 

Amber Brown is Not a Crayon by Paula 
Danziger 
 

If you started reading the A is for Amber 
series, this continues the story of Amber and 
her best friend Justin Time. But what will 
happen when Justin has to move and they start 
fighting?  This book is a longer chapter book 
for older readers and begins the Amber Brown 
series. (Series) 
 
When I Was Young on the Mountains by 
Cynthia Rylant; Illustrated by Diane Goode 
 

This is a beautiful book that tells of a young 
girl’s life living in the mountains a long time 
ago – and how that’s exactly where she 
wanted to stay. (Excellent author) 
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Fourth graders spend a lot of time 
reading at school, so its important 

for reading outside school to be fun, 
pleasurable, and relaxing.  

 

 Set aside a time each evening when 
everyone in the house spends 15-30 
minutes reading. This habit can last a 
lifetime. 

 Find an interesting book and read it – 
then talk about it together. Or, take turns 
reading together.  

 Encourage many kinds of reading options 
including comic books and graphic novels 
– all reading helps your reader become 
smarter and more confident.  

Fourth graders use reading to learn about many things both in school and life. This is the foundation for later grades. But 
reading has to be fun, too, and not only about work. This is not a required reading list, but a variety of books to give your 
fourth grader some enjoyable reading! You are sure to find some great books here. 

Locomotive by Brian Floca 
 

This beautifully detailed history of 
locomotives takes the reader on a trip 
across the United States while explaining 
the many sounds, speed, and strength of 
the locomotive. This is a captivating book! 
 
How to Steal a Dog by Barbara O’Connor 
 

Georgiana’s family lost their home and she 
is desperate to help her family get the 
money they need for a new home. When 
she sees a REWARD sign for a lost dog, she 
starts a plan – all she needs is a lost dog!  
 
Ida B… and Her Plans to Maximize Fun, 
Avoid Disaster, and (Possibly) Save the 
World by Katherine Hannigan 
 

Ida B enjoys her life of playing in her 
family’s orchard, having school at home, 
and making time for a lot of fun. But when 
Ida’s mom becomes ill, Ida has to go to 
school. Now she learns that life is not just 
about having fun, but  sometimes means 
saying “I’m sorry,” and facing challenges as 
they come.  

Flora and Ulysses: The Illuminated 
Adventures by Kate DiCamillo; Illustrated 
by K. G. Campbell 
 

Flora, a cynic and comic book reader, is 
convinced that the squirrel that was sucked 
up in her mother’s vacuum cleaner is now a 
super hero (Ulysses). This funny book is 
eccentric, endearing, and another 
wonderful book from Kate DiCamillo.  
 
Tales of a Fourth Grade Nothing by Judy 
Blume 
 

Peter is in fourth grade and his two-year-
old brother, Fudge, is always causing 
problems – he even eats Peter’s turtle, 
Dribble! Peter has to help with Fudge and 
it’s tiring. This is the first in the series of 
books that include Peter, Fudge, and their 
friends. (Series by a great author) 
 
Jake and Lily by Jerry Spinelli 
 

Jake and Lily are twins. They think alike, 
finish each other’s sentences, and 
communicate without even talking. But 
when they turn eleven everything changes, 
and they have to find a new way to be 
twins as they grow up. (Amazing author) 
 
Little Red Writing by Joan Holub; 
Illustrated by Melissa Sweet  
 

In the spirit of Little Red Riding Hood, the 
red pencil (“Little Red”) begins to tell an 
amazing story – but he gets a little carried 
away! Just wait and see! 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Fourth Grade Rats by Jerry Spinelli  
 

Suds and his friend, Joey, are no longer third 
grade “angels” but fourth grade “rats,” as the 
school chant says. But they both find out that 
being “rats” does not get them what they 
really want. (Excellent author) 
 

Small as an Elephant by Jennifer Richard 
Jacobson 
 

Jack is eleven years old. All of a sudden Jack 
finds himself all by himself on a camping trip 
he was on with his mom. What will he do when 
he can’t find her? Where will he go? This is a 
story about this boy’s smart survival and the 
love of his family.  
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Another Day as Emily by Eileen Spinelli; 
Illustrated by Joanne Lew-Vriethoff 
 

Suzy is a regular ‘tween (someone aged 10-
12) who is frustrated with her brother, her 
best friend, and her ruined 12th birthday. 
She decides to escape and live as Emily 
Dickenson, the poet. But she quickly finds 
that being alone, making no calls or visiting 
friends, and few outings might be harder 
than she thought. (Great author!) 
 

Words with Wings by Nikki Grimes 
 

Gabby daydreams. This book is written in 
poems about her life and dreams, and how 
they help her through difficult times.  
 

The Boy on the Porch by Sharon Creech 
 

One morning John and Marta find a boy 
(who doesn’t speak) on their front porch – 
no name, no reason, and a note saying his 
family would be back to get him. They took 
good care of him, but will his family come 
back? What will John and Marta do? 
(Excellent author of many books!) 
 

The Invention of Hugo Cabret by Brian 
Selznick 
 

This is the most amazing book about an 
orphan, clock keeper, and thief (Hugo) who 
lives in a train station in Paris. Hugo 
survives by remaining a secret until he is 
caught stealing a toy. This book is BIG, but 
don’t let the size scare you! It is a great 
story, and it is full of many remarkable 
illustrations and photos. Don’t miss this 
one! 
 



Fifth Grade students spend most of 
their time reading what they MUST 

read. Keep reading fun, engaging, and 
motivating by allowing their reading 

outside school to be books and topics 
they choose.  

 

 Continue having a reading time each day for 
everyone in the family. This is an important 
habit.  

 Have a couple of interesting books available 
and take a break from one when its not as 
interesting. And, remember, you don’t have 
to finish every book you start! 

 Try many different types of reading – online, 
comic books, series books. The most 
important thing is spending time reading.  

 Talk about the books together.  

Fifth grade is an important year as reading becomes the basis for almost everything! Reading outside school will include 
homework and required reading, but it is important to have plenty of enjoyable and self-selected reading as well. This list 
provides a few options for some fun reading that will keep your fifth grader engaged and learning, but this is not a required 
reading list. Many of these authors have written a number of books – if you find one you like, try more by that author. 

Out of My Mind by Sharon M. Draper 
 

Melody has cerebral palsy and cannot walk 
or talk. But she has a photographic 
memory and is really very smart! This 
books shows a young girl with a brilliant 
mind, brave spirit, and amazing strength.  
 
Time Warp Trio by Jon Scieszka 
 

This series is about Joe, an ordinary boy, 
from Brooklyn, NY, and his two friends, 
Fred and Sam. Joe received a book for his 
birthday that warps time and space! Read 
all of this series as the three friends go on 
many adventures. (Series) 
 
Al Capone Does My Shirts: A Tale from 
Alcatraz by Gennifer Choldenko 
 

Set in 1935, Moose Flanagan and his family 
move to Alcatraz Island. This book and the 
two sequels tell the unique and historically-
based story of life on the island, the various 
inmates, and living with a sister who is very 
different from other kids.  Check out all of 
the Alcatraz Series if you like the first one! 
(Series) 
 

Rules by Cynthia Lord 
 

Twelve-year-old Catherine just wants a 
“normal” life, which seems impossible 
with a brother with autism and a family 
focused on his disability. But eventually, 
she starts to ask, “What is normal?” Find 
out what Catherine learns. (Great author) 
 

 
Glory Be by Augusta Scattergood 
 

Set in Mississippi in 1964, Glory's 12th 
birthday should be extra special. But 
when the local swimming pool is closed 
all of a sudden, Glory learns about the 
reality of segregation.   
 
Ophelia and the Marvelous Boy by Karen 
Foxlee 
 

Ophelia, an unlikely heroine, doesn’t 
believe anything that is not scientific – or 
can’t be proven. That is, until she visits a 
museum where her father is working and 
finds a magical young boy, fights a Snow 
Queen, and ultimately saves the world.  
 
Serafina’s Promise by Ann E. Burg 
 

A young girl in Haiti, Serafina has a 
dream to go to school and become a 
doctor. But in her family’s poor, rural 
village outside Port-au-Prince, there are 
many challenges. Will she go to school? 
What will happen?  This book is written in 
verse form (poem) but remarkable all the 
way through.  
 
 

Mick Harte Was Here by Barbara Park 
 

Mick Harte is gone and his sister, 
Phoebe’s world is turned upside down. 
How could Mick die? This book is filled 
with honesty, sadness, and hope. It will be 
a book you remember for a long time – 
and always remember to wear your bike 
helmet.  
 
Sidekicks by Dan Santat 
 

This graphic novel (written in comic-book 
style) has superhero Captain Amazing 
needing a new companion, or sidekick, to 
save Metro City from the criminals. Each 
of his pets wants to audition, but who will 
be his new sidekick? If you like comic 
books, this is a great book to try.  
 
No Talking! by Andrew Clements 
 

Who can talk less – the boys or the girls? 
Find out as the fifth grade class has a 
contest and see what happens when they 
don’t talk in class! (This author has many 
excellent books!) 
 
Esperanza Rising by Pam Muñoz Ryan 
 

Esperanza lived on a wonderful ranch in 
Mexico until her father died and her 
family moved to California to work in the 
farm workers camp. This story tells how 
Esperanza, which means “hope,” worked 
to keep her family together.  Be sure to 
read the notes at the end – this is based 
on the author’s grandma.  
 

Love that Dog: A Novel (and the companion 
book, Hate that Cat: A Novel) by Sharon 
Creech 
 

Jack does not think boys write poetry. But his 
teacher helps him tell his own stories in a 
poetic way.  Jack is a smart and funny kid. Find 
out why he loves the dog and if he really hates 
that cat. (Awesome author) 
 

Dear Mr. Henshaw by Beverly Cleary; 
Illustrated by Paul O. Zelinsky 
 

This award-winning, classic book is the story of 
a boy, Leigh Botts, who writes to his favorite 
author, Mr. Henshaw.  As they write, Leigh 
works through some problems including a new 
school, missing his dog, a lunch thief, and his 
parent’s recent divorce. This book never gets 
old! (Great author!) 
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